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fmagic, a couple’s tired,
kitchen is transformed.
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Arches in Shirtey.and
Ken Dreyer’s 1920s
home inspired a kitchen
redo that incorporates
curves. Buttery cabinets
create a warm look.
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Like a good magician,
kitchen designer Cherie Brown, a
member of the National Kitchen & Bath
Association (NKBA), used a bag of tricks
to update Shirley and Ken Dreyer’s
kitchen without changing its footprint.
It was like pulling a rabbit out of a hat,
for the small space—remodeled in the
’sos—had pink metal cabinets, poorly
placed appliances, and obstacles such
as a radiator, flue, and laundry chute.
The couple had made it work, though,
through two kids and 30 years. “Our
house is like an old friend—we had really
grown with it,” Shirley says. “We wanted
to keep it as it was, but make our old
kitchen new.”

The radiator, flue, and laundry
chute stayed—they’re now better
disguised—but the cabinets, appliances,
and some sharp corners did a
disappearing act. Inspired by arches

Take-HomeTip
Curved cabinets
improve the flow
in a small kitchen
by turning sharp,
tight corners into
smooth seques.
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in the 1920s Tudor-style home, Brown
incorporated curves in the new cabinetry
to boost openness and improve flow.
“Anytime you extend a line with a curve
or angle, it draws your eye and appears
bigger,” Brown says.

Another trick was using 15-inch-
deep upper cabinets instead of standard
12-inch units, which increased storage
by 25 percent. Handy shelves and
drawers are all over, including the ends
of curved cabinets. The microwave is
an over-the-cooktop model, and the
dishwasher is only 18 inches wide.
“When you don’t have an endless supply
of space, you work with every thing you
have,” Brown says. “Most people don’t
have any idea all the little things that
can make a kitchen work harder.”

Her audience is delighted. “We
think we improved the way the kitchen
fits in with the rest of the house, and
we had so much fun doing it,” Ken says.
“Cherie knew how much our hearts were
init.”

And the result is no illusion. ke

RESOURCES BEGIN ON PAGE 126.

EFFICIENT FLOW

Rounding the ends of cabinet
sections created a greater sense
of openness while maintaining
the efficiency of the existing
galley-style layout. Windows and
doorways connect the kitchen to
other rooms and to the outdoors.



for more
ideas

To see a slideshow of more
great kitchen eating areas,
go to KitchenBathIdeas
.com/kbi28.




